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FOR THE WESTERN EXAMINER, 
THE LAW OF NATURE, 
No. 2. 


By the Law of Nature, in,its most unlimited | 
gense, is understood that regular order ofevents 
which we constantly perceive going on around | 
Thus, the revolution of the planets; the 
influence mutually exerted by these on each 
other; the descent of heavy bodies; the effects 
of solar heat on vegetation, and on animal life— 
and the desire of human happiness, all are in 
accordance with a general law, or system of 
events, which is immutable. By cultivating a 
knowledge of these, man attains to the highest | 
He he- 
comes acquainted with the situation really held 
by him in the great_chain-of being, and con- 
forms himself to, or modifies, those circumstan- 


us. 


attainable perfection and happiness, 


~ 
2 


ces by which he is surrounded. He 
then at the head of animated nature, and 


the very elements themselves are subject to 


his will. 

But I would limit the application of the term, 
in the present series of articles. I would apply 
it tothe conduct of man in society as a moral 
agent, first in reference to his actions towards 
his fellows, and through them, towards him- 
self, and, secondly, those which do not im- 
mediately influence thedestiny of others. The 
Law of Nature, then, will be considered as de- 
signating those duties imposed upon man by his 
very constitution as an intelligent, social being, 
and will be assumed as the correct basis of the 
science of morals. The nature of those duties, | 
shall now proceed to consider. 


The performance of no action is expected of 
any man, as a duty, but what may be produc- 
tive of benefit to those who have already ren- 
dered, or may yet render him, service. By 
performing our duties, then, to society, or to 
whatever being or beings we stand related to, 
we necessarily render them benefits. It is a 
duty which we owe to our fellow-creatures to 
assist them when in trouble, to ameliorate their 
sufferings, or relieve their wants—for such offi- 
ces we may stand in need of at their hands.— 
We create in them an obligation to reciprocate 
the benefit when needed, and it is their duty in 
return so to reciprocate it. But finite beings 
are the only objects that we can benefit by our 
actions, and consequently, the only beings to 


‘has received benefits from an inccmprehensi- 
ible power or intelligence, and that it is his due 
ty to reciprocate the benefit by adoration, but 
is that power benefited, i. e. rendered better by 
the adoration of man? If he could be so bene® 
fited, we would, were we certain as to his exis- 
itence, and certain asto his having confered the 
favours in question, be under an obligation toren- 
iderhim worship—buthe could not then be per- 

The Law of Nature points tono duties 


fect. 
‘that we owe to other than natural objects— 
these are clearly defined, but of these only does 
lit speak. It is for Religion to tell us what we 
‘owe to unnatural objects, but with the merits 
of her dictates and authority, we at present 
have nothing todo, We wish merely tostrike 
ithe line of demarkation between Religion and 
Morality, and toset the latter forth as entirely 
|unconnected with, and independent of, the 
former. 

| The duties which we owe to society, are those, 
|the performance of which is the most productive 
lof benefit to ourselves, Morality prescribes 
\duties to man, which from their very nature— 
‘influencing as they do all—are imperative. 
|Whoever infringes them, inflicts an injury on 
himself, His interests must necessarily suffer 
with those of his fellow-men, connected as civil- 
lized society is, vy a chain which reaches every 
heart: he cannot be guilty of an injurious ac- 
tion, without, in some measure, injuring his 
own interests, Selfishness, then, apart from 
a desire of our nature to see each other happy, 
‘would dictate to man to act in society as he 
would have othersact, and toadd to, and diffuse, 
the general happiness, that he may the more 
‘effectually partake thereof, If there is one sen- 
|timent common tothinking beings, it is the love 
‘of self—a feeling which education teaches us 
to deprecate, but only as it has been misunder- 
stood, or directed in an improperchannel. The 
aggrandizementof wealth—even the miser’s 
affection for his hoards, may be said to find their 
sources in this feeling—but the argument only 
proves that men are often mistaken as to the 
means of ministering to their own happiness. 
The desire for happiness is the same in the bo- 
som of the miser, as it is in the bosom of the 
man of the most unbounded generosity. He 
finds his happiness—limited though that be, and 
cherished because of ignorance—in accumula’ 








whom we owe duties. It may be said that man 


ing treasures that can benefit him only by their 
possession. The generous man finds his happ» 
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pess in making those around himhappy. Aj| In obtaining from the “Infidel” of the dia- 


love of self—the love of happiness—alike ac-| logue anaffirmative answer to the question, Can 
tuates both. ‘the human mind havea know ledge of many 
The inducements held forth by this feeling | things, without being able to comprehend all 
to act nprightly towards our fellows—to do|their properties? our friend remarks— 
good to others, that others may do good to) “This isa candid and reasonable answer to 
us—is incomparably stronger than any mo-|my question, and one which every honest man 
tive that could be drawn from our supposed con- | will give; hence, I will add to these examples of 
nection with any supernatural object. The! yours, that of the being of agreat and first cause 
man who violates the laws of moral duty, thus of all creation. Reason and common sense as 
based, finds his punishment in the violation.' well as all experience, give us positive evidence 
Self interest, therefore, dictates to him his|that nothing can exist without a cause, and 
course, and if he comprehends the fact that to|\consequently of a supernatural being—the 
be honorable, in his intercourse with his first cause of causes, and still, we are unable 
fellows, is to insure their best offices, he to know all the perfections of his infinite na- 
will be honorable—he will act in accordance with ture.” 
the most unexceptionable moral laws. On| Now how can “reason and common sense” 
the other hand,if he believes that to wrong) decide that “nothing can exist without a cause,” 
his neighbour merely influences his destiny in and yet decide that something, God, can exist 
another state of being—that he may gain even without a cause? If God is “nothing,” only 
the slightest advantage by an unjustifiable then, according to our opponent’sargument, can 
eourse of conduct in this life—it is extreme- he exist uncaused. This is an old difficulty, 
ly probable that he will prefer what he con-|we are aware, but it is as unanswerable as it 
ceives present good, to that which is only re-|is old—and yet it must be solved ere we admit 
warded in a state of existence of which his that the Universe was created, i.e., called from 
knowledge, to say the most of it,is butlimit- nothing, by a designing intelligence. If it 
ed. This constitutes the great objection could nut exist without a creator, how could 
against coupling Religion and Moralilty,!God so exist? Suppose we were to assert that 
and drawing inducements to a compli- the Universehad created itself, would it be 
ance with thedictates of the latter, from the | more absurd than to assert the same of God? 
former. Moral obligations are prescribedas by Or to assert, as we do, that it was not created, is 
Religion, but why comply with them? Because | the difficulty greater than to suppose that a be- 
it pleases God! Howdo we know that—or if we jing, respecting whom our opponent admits that 
did know it, the same sort of information assures our knowledge is limited, existed forever un- 
us that God may be readily appeased, even af-|caused? On the other hand the difficulty is re- 
ter we have been guilty of the greatest con- ‘versed. We have certain know ledge of the ex- 
eeivable immoralities Not so with natural istence of matter. We have no certain knowl- 
law. If we offend against that, we are not for- edge of tae existence of God. But our neigh- 
given, but must receive the penalty of the bourthinks otherwise. Hear him? 


€rime. JULIAN. | [In consequence of the length of the paragraph, 
os andthe multiplicity of assertions contained in 
» “DIALOGUE.—No. 2.” it, we shall give ourown remarks upon it in 


In our remarks of last week uponthe dia-| brackets.] 
logue of our friend of the Shepherd, we wished | “I know with certainty, that there is a God, 
to be understood as requesting the entire re-|and so do you and all others,{!]—it i isa fact e- 
publication of our arguments, as we had re-|vinced by demonstrative evidence, which is be- 
published those of our friend, so that the readers | fore the eyes of all men—continually _ testi- 
of the Shepherd and of the Examiner, respec-|fying to this fact. You will not have the pre- 
tively, might have before them the whole of the |sumption[!]to assert, against all experience & 
arguments on either side, As it seems, how-/reason,that any thing can issue into existence 
ever, that our opponent has mistaken our re-/ without a cause; therefore, the very existence 
quest, we abandon it, and shall give,as he has/of matter and things, demonstrates toa cer- 
given, the substance of the opposing argument, |tainty, the fact of there being a Creator.” 
merely. Aslongas he continues todo this)[We have not the “presumption to assert” 
Saithfully, we shall be satisfied. We also aban- that any materialexistence was erercreated. 
don another proposition, as to the length of each|We unhesitatingly declare our belief that mat- 
eommunication: we can condense, respectively,|ter is eternal—that not one particie of it ever 
aswe may thiok proper. twas,or can be, either created or destroyed. 
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ow ———s 
In thevarious changes going on in the mate-|tered without previous study or consideration, 
rial world, forms only are new; the elements | and in a great hurry.” So much for“Dialogue 
which compose bodies are the same, and con-| No. 2.” 
stantly exist in the same proportion in nature.| We invite the attention of our readers to this 
Our opponent should first prove that matter discussion, as it involves a proposition upon the 
was created before he undertakes to tell us truth or falsehood of which hangs the destinies 
who created it. Does his experience teach him|of mankind. If a belief in the existence of a 
that any thing was ever made,—not modified, God is necessary to our well being, in a future 
but created?] ‘‘We then can have a certain’ state of existence,it is all important that our opin- 
knowledge of the Creator from the evidences of|ions upon the subject should be settled, but if 
objects in nature; but, unless you can show /|the dogma be absurd & chimerical, it is equally 
that it is within the scope of human research, | important that mankind should no longer be de 
to ascertain thenatureand perfections of the ceived. 

Creator, I must appeal to the impartial critic ,| <1 

to decide the fact, whether you are, or are not,| {¢7-Our Carthage friend will please accept 
mistaken in regard to this supposed sophism.” our hearty thanks for hisdonation. Enclosures 
[This “supposed sophism” alludes to a state-|of cash are extremely welcome visitants “about 
ment of ours, that “if we knew any thing at|these times.” Would that those who are reaé- 
all about God, it could only be through a ly indebted tous were as thoughtful! 
knowledge of his attributes,” which was made | SS 

in reply toa remark, that we could compre- FROM THE CORRESPONDERY. 
hend God, without comprehending his attri- THE INDIAN’S LETTERS. 

butes. Let us examine this matter a little. No 2. 

Our opponent has just decided that we have; It is at present a disputed point whether 
certain knowledge of a supreme power afd m-' there ever was sucha person in existence as Jesus 
telligence from the appearances in nature of|Christ. It certainly makes little odds to us 
design. Power then, and intelligence, sufficient| whether there was, or was not such a man. 
to produce the assumed effect, are attributes| But I am of opinion, that there never was such 
of this being. The existence of these we must|a man in existence. If there had, we should 
comprehend, if we comprehend a creator at}have some corroborating evidence in favour 
all. ‘To these, too, must be added, all the attri-|ofit. All the impostors, who have from time 
butes of intelligence, which make up all those|to time duped the folly, or insulted the wisdom 
ever claimed for Deity. Now itis because these| of mankind, have left tangible proofs of their 
attributes conflict, the one with the other, that|personality,and may be traeed in time, place, 





































we absolutely disprove the existence of God— 
and this weconceive has already been done 
in the Examiner, by a correspondent over the 
signature of “Prometheus.”} “I would ask 
you as a reasonable man, if there is any 
thing imcomprehensible in the belief of a 
Creator or first cause ofall things.” [To us there 
is.] “If you contend that there is, please ex- 
plain wherein, in a clear and satisfactory man- 
ner.” [We believe we have already done so, but 
will remark further upon the subject in our next.] 
“Do you believe in a God or great first cause ofall 
things? Yesor no.’ [No.].“Do you believe in 
the existence of any thing that is above your 
comprehension to know how and in what man- 
ner it so exists? Yesorno.” [Yes; but not 
therefore in the existence of a God.] “Positive 
answers arenecessary to the clear understand- 
ing of your principles, and should you think 
proper to demand the same from me, I pledge 
myself to comply with the request. I promise 
to be brief, and shall close by assuring you that 
in the use of terms, I shall not offend; and beg 





you not to criticise on my language as it is ut-' 





and circumstances, by the unsophisticated his- 
torians; personal knowledge identifies them, 
credible authorship convinces us: but here noth- 
ing is subtantial;every thing is hearsay, and 
impudent, unfounded assertion, accompanied 
with the brazen threat, that if you do not be- 
lieve the absurd inconsistent story, you will be 
damned to all eternity. This last clause, this 
vile menace betrays at once the fraud and ig- 
norance of the authors, and takes the thing out 
of Omnipotence, resigning it at once to the 
degmatical priest, who seems, by the threat 
ning adjunct, to be doubtful as to the reception 
of the doctrine, and so prepared it a credit by 
previously condemning its critic. 

But as so great a part believe in the wretch- 
ed, trashy tale, it is proper to pay some respect 
toa large society, and reason with them for 
our sakes, if not theirs. Let us,as we have 
already for the sake of argument admitted 
their monstrous tale, now accept their mischiev- 
ous, incomprehensible doctrine, for the seme 
purpose. Ridicule, they say, is the criterion 
of truth. By thie, I am tounderstand, that the 
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serious, interpid aspect of truth is proof against! sally increased the weakness of the human mind }' 
fisibility. Ifso, Christianity will not stand this| subjected the soul, or thought, to incomprehen- 
ordeal, for it and itsceremonies are the most sible horrorsand terrors; clothed the intellect 
laughable subjects with which [am acquainted,| with darkness forbad the light of reason to e 
from the inspired ceremony of infant baptism) mit a ray toirradiate the understanding ; bound 
to their humming a prayer over the senscless/man with chains of bigotry to the footstool of 
dead body, whose soul, (if it had one) according | superstition; and then spurned its victim as a 
to their own tenets, they well know must be! wretch unworthy to live, yet afraid to die! 
then wailing in burning brimstone, that plen-| This bugbear, this pernicious bugbear, this 
tiful article of Christian dispensation, But then,' horrid Chrstian doctrine, this puerile fabrication 
baptism and prayer for the dead are highly es-|of merciless priests,is of more evil tendency 
eential, if not to the infantand the dead, at)than the worship of Moloch or Odin, or the hu- 
least, tothe priest, forhe gains a fee, and of man sacrifices of ihe Druids. Here they preach 
course, consequence, by both; therefore, they forbearance and mercy, while they practice in- 
are bothhighly necessary, God has comman- toleranceand cruelty! Look into history; see 
ded, “to multiply and replenish the earth;” but there what scenes of horror and iniquity ; what 
the orders ofthe Divinity must not be compli- massacre, rape, robbery, and human carnage; 
ed with before the pimping priest has repeat-| what atrocities! Nations destroyed, millions an- 
edhis stale lesson and received his fee. ‘nihilated,all, all for the love of God, the hon- 
Do these things, or do they not point out the or of his Son, and the benefit of his holy 
very authors of the doctrine? Do we see in eve-| church!!! The foolish rabble might have imagin- 
ry thing pertaining tothis divine Christianity, ed that they were right: but the dark, daring 
the corrupt outline of a catch-penny religiun, designing priest, who set them on—O! for what 
shaded with legible colours by the priest, and, washis heart made? It were enough to make 
the whole picture a design ofartful fraud and/one doubt the existence of God, or. he would 
money-gaining inheritance? Can these things |not suffer such impious wretches to live fora 
have any thing todo with human redemption, moment. If Christianity had been of God, it 
with divine revelation, and the salvation of man’s would have received, inspite of the Devil, the 
immortal soul? Can a fat priest skulking a-| universal suffrage of man. And God would 
bout in his canonicals, with his deacons pushing |surely punish the impious wretches, who, in 
the black bagin your face to shame you out of his sacred name, have traduced his character, 
your sixpences? Can these lazy drones lesson'and made him the author and perpetrator of so 
the guilt of human iniquity, or improve the many atrocities! 
scheme of man’s happiness? Is the priestex-| Wemay, therefore, rationally conclude, that 
empted from the duties taught by Christian mor-|God is no Christian; and, likewise, that the 
ality, and permitted, by virtue of his black) Christian God is not the friend of man, and on- 
coat and long face, to sin with impunity? |ly considers the welfare of the priest; that we 
The natural and ready answer to these quer- are no wiser for the Christian dispensation; & 
ies is, that the priest, in all worldly matters,| that the priests will, by their perseverance in 
is no better than his ignorant flock, and the! wickedness, overturn their own church, and 
conclusion sinks him and his doctrine below!man_ wii!l yetimprove by their’ villany. 
them. Let us once more admit this doctrine} Revealed religion! This is the greatest en- 
to be true; to be for the benefit of man, and to|igma that I know! How it came about, or 
be of divine origin. Then, let usask, what! where it sprung from, I can form no idea. Or 
benefit has accrued to the world of mankind! who was the first inventor of the daring fabri- 
from the divine institution? Here we canjcation is to me an everlasting puzzle; nor does 
answer the question ourselves to the entire sat- it seem probable, that any human knowledge 
isfaction of the curious, for history produces the| will ever shedany light onthe subject. Yet, 
solution,and the impartiality of truthat once history abounds with much curious information 
decides the argument; and the conclusion we | concerning it; the poets sing it; the priests 
draw is, that the world has not improved in| preach it; and tradition is forever brim full of it. 
morals by the divine mission. On the contra-| Still, no light! All the old women and children 
ry, religion has beena dead weight on human have it by heart. Yet here amI in the dark 
improvement; 2 constant drawback on the per-; still! My ignorance and stupidity are very great, 
fection of intellect; a hostile barrier raised a-/I allow; but, surely, I ought to be as sensible of 
gainst the freedom of thought; a pointed arrow| cause and effect as an old women, or child of 
aimed at freedom; a sword always drawn to|five orsix years ofage. Iam not, it seems; 
wound human happiness! Religion has univer-| for they know, and I do not. 


? 























































141 


_— rs 





= 





Leave this aside, awhile, it does not appear| 


tome, that this article, called revealed religion, 
came cleanly manufactured into being, at once: 


_ 


} 
the raw materials have undergone the hammer 


and anvil, the bellows-fire and crucible, and, 
from such things as courage, benevolence, and | 
wisdom, fear, gratitude, and esteem, pity, con- 
dolence, and protection, love, confidence, and | 
admiration; from these well amalgamated, rec- 
tified, and spiritualized,sprung up the grand 
corrosive sublimate, revealed religion! What a 
pity, that out of such a compound of ingredients, 
the residue should be sucha pernicious caput. 


——— en 
FRENCH REVOLUTION. 
(Concluded.) 

Ithas sometimes been pretended that the 
French Revolution burst out like a volcano, 
without any previous warning, only toalarm & 
destroy ; or, at least, was one of those comet-like 
appearances, the approach of which no one can 
tell till the shock of conflagration is felt. What 
is the real state of the case? ‘There was not 


lone of those abuses and grievances which the 
‘rough grasp of the Revolution shook to air, that 


had not been the butt of ridicule, the theme of 
indignant invective, the subject of serious rep- 













mortuum! The plain English of this is, that/robation,for near a century. They have been 
goodness in one, begot gratituce in another, held up without ceasing and without answer 
and unthinking virtue betrayed itself to slave-| to the derision of the gay, the scorn of the wise, 
ry,torecompense unassuming generosity and|the sorrow of the good. The most witty, the 
manhood. ‘These made heroes, became demi- most eloquent, the most profound writers, were 
gods;demi-gods became omnipotents; and the unanimous in their wish to remove or reform 
priests, who fabricated their altars and tem-|these abuses, and the most dispassionate and 
ples, thought proper at last, toreveal the will of| well-informed part of the community joined in 
their Almightinesses to man, as the highest|the sentiment: it was only the self-interested or 
favour the immortals could bestow on frail mor-| the grossly ignorant who obstinately clung to 
tality. Hence Dodonean oaks, Delphian and\them. Every public and private complaint had 
Ephesian oracles; hence the Sanscrit Zérid=| been subjected to the touchstone of inquiry and 
Avesta, Sadder, Bible, Testament,and Al Ko-|argument; the page of history, of fiction, of the 
ran; hence the thousand prophets, teachers, and | drama, of philosophy, had been laid open, and 
imposters; hence Brama, Moses, Zoroaster, Je-| their contents poured into the public ear,— 
sus Christ, Mahomed; hence Cnipperdoling,| which tumnedaway disgusted from the arts of 
Swedenborg, Brothers, and Johanna Southcote ; | sophistry orthe menace of authority. It was 
and hence our holy and blessed revealed reli-|this operation of opinion, enlarging its circle, 
gion! Admit all true that is said about it, we/and uniting nearly all the talents, the patriot- 
‘ask, where is the benefit to man? What good/ism, and the independence of the country in 
has it done tothe world? Shew us its virtue?) its service, that brought about the events which 
Such bubbling and juggling; such twisting &|followed. Nothing else did or could. It was 
turning; such finding and proving; such hear-' not a dearth of provisions, the loss of the queen’s 
ing & believing, without seeing or understand-' jewels, that could overturn all the institutions 
ing, without proof orcomprehension! Are the| and usages ofa great kingdom—it was not the 
men all mad? Most certainly they arc! Then! Revolution that produced the change in the face 
itis useless to reason with them: but let us|of society, but the change in the texture of so 
convince ourselves, and let the infatuated pur-| ciety that produced the Revolution, and brought 
sue their dark path to the brimstone lake and|its outward appearance into a nearer corres 
botfomless pit ofreeking ignorance; let them|pondence with its inward sentiments. There 
wallow in mental depravity, and let the de-|is no other way for accounting for so great and 
signing priest render every moment of their|suddena transition. Power, prejudice, interest, 
wretched lives unhappy and miserable; what| custom, ignorance, sloth, and cowardice were 
is it to us? Not agreat deal, you willsay.|aganst it; what then remained to counterbal- 
Well, the Christian believer in revealed reli-|ance this weight, and to overturn all obstacles, 
gion is generous still—you may be a Turk, a|but reason and conviction which were for it? 




























Jew, oran Atheist & go headlong to hell, for a-. 
ny thing he cares; only you must keep your 
religious. opinions secret, and you must not at- 
tempt to detect the frauds, crimes, errors, and 
impositions of the priests of the Holy Scriptures 
by which they get their bread, or of their di- 
vine revealed religion. 
ent 1 
Who shall limit that which is unlimited ¢ 





Magna est veritas, ct prevalebit. A king was no 
longer thought to be a God; a Lord to be of a 
different species from other men ;a Priest to car- 
ry an immediate passport to heaven in his pock- 
et. On what possible plea or excuse then, 
when the ground of opinion on which they rest- 
ed was gone, attempt to keep up the same ex- 
clusive and exorbitant pretensions, without any 


‘equivalent to the community in the awe and 
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veneration they felt for them? Why should a tle bythe promotion of a favourite, or ruined 
nobleman be permitted to spit in your face, to'a treasury by thei incapacity of a minister of 
rob you of an estate, or to debauch yourwife|high birth and connections. The noble no lon- 
or daughter with impunity when it was no lon-|ger,asin the days of yore, hung up his vassal 
ger deemed an honor for him to do so? I!|athisdoor fora disrespectful word or look, (which 
manners had undergone a considerable change was called the haute justice) or issued with a 
in this respect, so that the right was rarely ex-|numerous retinue from his porteullis to carry 
ercised, why not abrogate the insult implied in |fire and sword into the neighboring country ; 
the very forbearance : from the injury, alike in-| but he too laboured in his vocation, and in the 
tolerable to the free-borne spirit of man? Why) ‘proud voluptuous city drained the last pittance 
suspend the blow over your head, if it was not from the toil-worn peasant by taxes, grants, & 
meant todescend upon it? Or why hold up| exactions, to waste it on his own vanity, luxu- 
chains in mockery, which good sense and rea-|ry,and vices. If he hada quarrel with an in- 
son alike disow ned, as if there were really a dis- ferior or with a rival less favoured than him- 
tinction in the two classes of society, and the | self, the king would issue his lettre-de-cachet, 
one were rightful lords over the other, instead land give the ‘refractory and unsuspecting offen- 
of being by nature allequal? But the evil did/der a lodging for life in what Burke was pleas- 
not stop here; for it was never yet known that ‘ed to call the “king’s castle!” 
men wished to return the semblance of a wrong, | 














Had opinion put a stop to this crying abuse, 
unless they aimed at profiting as faras in them had it rendered this odious privilege of royalty 
lay by the practice of it. While the king wore | merely nominal? “In the mild reign of Louis XV. 
the anointed crown that was supposed to be alone,” according to Blackstone, “there were 
let down ina golden chain from heaven on his|noless than 15,000 lettres-de-cachet issued.” 
head, while the lorddyed his sword in blood, Some persons will think this fact alone suffi- 
while the priest worked fancied miracles with cient to account for, and to justify the overturn. 
acrucifix andbeads, they did well to claim to|ing of the government in the reign of his suc- 
be the masters of the world, and to trample in| cessor. 

triple phalanx on mankind: but why theyshould| True, the priests no longer tied their vic- 
expect us to allow this claim in mere courtesy | tim to the stake or devoted him to the assassin’s 
and good-will, when it is no longer backed by|poniard,as of old: they thought it enough if 
fraud or force, is difficult to comprehend. What| they could wallow in the fat of the land, pan- 
is a legitimate government? It isa govern-|derto the vices ofthe rich and the abuses of 
ment that professedly derives its title from the|power,to which they looked for the continu- 














































grace of God and its ancestors, that sets the 
choice or the good of the governed equally at 
defiance, and that is amenable for the use it 
makes of its power only to its own caprice, 
pride, or malice. It is an outrage and a bur- 
lesque on every principle of common sense or 
liberty. It puts the means for the end: mistakes 
a trust for a property, considers jthe honors and 
offices of the state as its natural inheritance, & 
the law asan unjust encroachment on its ar- 
bitrary will. 
tolerating such a government a single instant, 
except from sheer necessity or blindfold i ignor- 
ance? Or what chance of modifying it so as 
to answer any good purpose, without a total 


subversion of all its institutions, principles, or'| 


prejudices? 

The king of France; tamed by opinion, con- 
forming to the manners of the time, no longer 
stabbeda faithful councellor in the presence-| 

















What motive can there be for | 





ance of wealth and affluence, and fly-blow eve- 
ry liberal argument and persecute every liberal 
writer, from whom they dreaded their loss. 
From the moment the ancient regime ceas- 
ed to be supported by that system of faith and 
manner in which it originated, the whole order 
of the state became warped and disunited, a 
wretched jumble of claims that were neither 
enforced nor relinquished. There wasill-blood 
sown between the government and the people; 
heart-burning, jealousy, and want of confidence 
between the different members of the commu- 
nity. Every advance in civilization was regar- 
ded by one paity with dislike and distrust, while 
by the other every privilege held by ancient te- 
nure was censured as the offspring of pride and 
prejudice. The court was like a decayed beau- 
ty, that viewed her youthful rival’s charms with 
scornand apprehension. The nation, in the 
language of the day, had hitherto been nothing, 








chamber, or strangled a competitor for the | was every thing and wanted to be something. 
throne in a dungeon, or laid waste a country,|The great mass of society felt itself as a degra- 
er fired a city fora whim: but they still made |ded caste, and was determined to wipe out the 
peace or waras they pleased, or hung the wealth |stigma with which every one of its opinions, 
. ofa province in a mistress’s ear, or lost a bat-' sentiments, and pretensions was branded. This 








148 




















= - —— —» 
was a thing no longer to be endured, and must!iting the uying man, it was with perfect ac- 
be got rid of at any rate. lcordance with his faith, for his infatuation had 


From the same want of unity and concert in ‘instilled the preposterous belief, that profes- 
the parts of the system, magnificent roads were sors of the healing art, were infamous impos- 
built by the corvees, or forced labour of the pea-| tors. 
sants, leading no where, and without atravel-| The trial and acquittal of this notorious scoun- 
ler upon them, to gratify thfe caprice or ostenta-|drel, & arch hypocrite, will materially strength- 
tion of the lords of the manor. Great and ex-/en the faithof his deluded victims! He has 
tensive works were undertaken by royal liber-|/ been delivered—they say—from a_punish- 
ality, and laid aside by royal caprice or minis-)ment which would have been inflicted upon 
terial incapacity. The resources of the coun-|a mere mortal—the interposition of a miracu- 
try clogged by the remains of feudal tenures,|lous power, arrested the arm of the law, and 
by the ravages of the game-laws, and the sloth | over his enemies he has achieved a mighty victo- 
and depression resulting from partial laws, ry.”—-He willnot take the advice given him 
were found inadequate to keep pace with the|by Judge Ruggles, “to shave off his disgusting 
expenses of the court, conducted on a scale of beard, throw aside the regalia with which his 
modern dissipation and extravagance. All this|person is decorated, go to work,and become a 
was known, and had been repeated a thousand decent man.” No, no—Mathias will carry his 
times, till it became a kind of burning-shame |delusions still farther than he ever yet has done, 
at the door. Such a state of things was ripe and will now improve the opportunity of his ac- 
for change. After Paschal’s Provincial Letters,|quittal, to impose upon the credulity of the 
the treaties of the Economists, and clouds of miserable, infatuated creatures whose minds 
Memoirs of the courts of Louis XIV. and XV. have become, and may become distempered by 
after the wit of Voltaire and the eloquence of his hallucination.—Albany Microscope. 
Rousseau had exhausted every topic, light or | aneeetep 
serious, connected with the prevailing order of| FREEDOM OF CONSCIENCE. 
things, the old French government became ef- “‘Congress shall make no law respecting an establish- 
ete in-allits branches, and fell to the ground | ment of Religion, or prohibiting the free exercise there 
as a useless incumbrance, almost without a jof”’— Art. Ist. Amendments Con. 
struggle, and without one feeling of regret in| An established church is incompatible with 
one worthy and well-informed mind.—Free Eng.|the institutions of a real free country, The 

+o tyranny over the conscience is the worst kind 
THE PROPHET. of tyranny; darken and fetter it, and send its 

The acquittal of Mathias, has filled many|owner abroad to roam the wide wprid—he is 
an unprepared mind, and many unreflecting|every where a slave—his chains are forged 
persons with wonder and mystery. His|and riveted by the eternal constitution of things, 
escape from the halter is considered as won-|and his mind, giving its own coloring to things 
derful as the delusionand infatuation of Folger|around it, throws the blackness of darkness 
and Pierson. But wesaid from the moment of|over the fair face of nature :—-the walls of his 
his arrest, that the shrewdness with which all | prison-house are limitless and insurmountable. 
his transactions and impositions were perform-| But give the conscience freedom, and fetter the 
ed, would shield him from a just punishment limbs and incarcerate the body, still the liberty 
by the authority of the laws, of that man is pure, the universe 1s the home 

From a perusal of the testimony elicited on|of his mind, and there is a light and beauty 
his trial, produced by the prosecuting officer,|thrown around him, which comes from the 
in order to sustain the bill of indictment which | genius of all freedom and truth. The world 
charged him with murder, there was not a plau-|has been combating against the exercise of this 
sable circumstance throughout the whole, that}undue and undelegated authority, ever since 
Mathias had procured, or administered poison to|the worship of supernaturals was known, and 
Pierson—even the testimony of the physicians|the advance of civil and religious liberty has 
who conducted the post mortem examination,|always been co-extensive and together. Big- 
entirely exculpated him from that charge. otry and intolerance have always endeavored 

What then was Mathias really guilty of?/to keep the mind dark, that they might bend 
Pierson was subject to violent spasms, fits and|and mould it to minister to their lust of power 
convulsions; and during those attacks, was|and influence; but there is an innate strength 
voluntarily under the control of Mathias, and|in man’s spirit which cannot thus be tampered 
acknowledged him as his spiritual guide in all-!with—there is a light there which cannot be 
things, If physicians were prevented from vis-|quenched; it may be blinded for a time, but it 
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will feel its way to the pillars of the temple of 


error, and like the son of Manoah, bury its op-| 


pressors in the ruins. 





AN ACTUAL FACT. 

A man down Jersey, talking of the number 
of wives to which he had been married, was 
asked by a person present, How many wives 
have you had?--“Why, I believe four or five,” 
said he, and begin to count over. “There was 
Polly and Peggy, Sally and Dorothy.”—-And 
there he made akind of halt—during which in- 
termission, a neighbor present said, “there’s an-| 
other, Molly, you forgot her.” The man of ma- 
ny wives clapped his hand on his forehead, and 
musing for some time, said in a tone inimitable; 
“Well, I believe it to beso—lI think I did have 
one with such a name, but it seems all like a 
dream. (A pause.) Yes, you’re right, | remem- 
ber now, she was a poor sickly thing and didn’t 
live more’n a year or two—tis very strange 
that I should forget Molly, but it’s quite nat’ral ; 
so many things happen in one’s life, that it’s | 

lagaey hard to keep an account of ’emall, and f 
Can't got no Bible athome to put down the 
marriages in—’cause | soldit when my last wife | 
died withthe rest of the household and kitchen 
furniture.” 


A DOGGED BIGOT. | 


To the last, Dr. Johnson entertained a dog-| 
ged contempt for all those modes of life and 
those studies which lead to emancipate the 
mind from the prejudices of a particular age, or! 
of a particular nation. 

When the celebrated Abbe Raynal was in- 
troduced to Doctor Johnson, upon the Abbe ad- 
yancing to take his hand, the Doctor drew back, | 
and put his hands behind him; and he af-| 
terwards replied to the expostulation of a friend, | 
“Sir, I will not shake hands with an infidel!” | 

— 0 

PRESBYTERIANS IN TROUBLE. | 

0¢r-The editor of the N. Y. Evangelist, is up| 
jo the very brim in trouble, and complains most | 
bitterly against the “stereotyped” form of the 
old school Presbyterians, and says, “should! 
they persist in old measures, the Methodists | 
will run off with the congregations!” Well,| 
Mr. Evangelist, send for brothers Kird, Foot or'| 
BURCHARD, and get upa fourteen days “cis-) 
tracted” meeting—our word for it, you'd have) 
brilliant audiences, if you could get them to| 
star it awhile on your boards!—Alb. Micros. | 


| 
| 
} 
| 





Some repine because they are not rich enough; 
and let them repine, if they are incapable of 
being satisfied with necessaries. 


—2 
From the New York Transcript. 
| “Died bythe visitation of God, or some other 
cause.”—This is the sage decision of a“crown- 
‘er’s quest,” held on Monday, over in Bergen 
‘county, on the body of one John Cole. It 
proves one thing very plainly, to wit: thata 
man may die sometimes without the visitation of 
God. And yet we are told in the sacred ora- 
cles, that “a sparrow falleth not to the ground 
without his notice,” and that “the very hairs 
of the head are all numbered.” 


A REVEREND RECEIVER. 

On Monday last, the Reverend Charles L. 
Covk, of Boston, was arrested and held to bail 
in the sum of $800, charged with being in the 
practice of receiving goods, knowing them to 
be stolen. From the testimony adduced prior 
to his commitment, it’ would seem that he had 
transacted a pretty large business in the re- 
ceiving line—N. Y. Sun. 





He is truly rich, who knows how to make his 
expenses conform to his income. 
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AGENTS. 
Missouri.—tlarrison Munday, Clarksrille, Pike co. ; 
Benj. Means, Palmyra, Marion co. ; R. Dallam, Boones 
ville, Cooper co.; William Cabeen, Chariton, Chariton 
co,; F. P. De Guine, Fredericktown, Madison co. ; Wm. 
Gracy, Commerce, Scctt co. . 

[u1No1s.---Dr. A. T’. Crow, Galena; P. J. Hobson, 
Carrollton, Green co.; Lewis Masquerier, Carthage, 
Hancock co.; E. G. Potter, Lebanon, St. Clair co.; 
‘Thomas Luttrell, Franklin, Morgan co. ; Geo. W. Hay 
den, Liberty, Adams co.; Benj. T. Phelps, Dizon's 
Ferry. 

Micnigan Ter..---Steward M’Kee, Plattsville, 
Arkansas Trer.---John H. Reed, Little Rock. 
Inpia4na.---John Abbot, Naw Albany; J. F. Dufour, 
M. Vevay; L. Gex, P. M. New Harmony. 
Onyo.---J as, Underwood, Cincinnati ; John Halstead, 
P. M. Eagleville, Ashtabula co.; Abraham Knisley, P. 
M. Columbia, Hamiltonco.; John Clugsten, Porte. 
mouth; B. Datton, Dayton. 

Kentoucky.---Jacob Walter, Lewisville; J.J. Mor- 
rison, Morrisonville, Trigg co.; Andrew Ross, Coring- 
ton, Campbell co.; Garritt Meriwether, Oak Grore, 
Christian co. 
MississiPPi.---David Shockney, Vicksburg. 
Vireinia.---Wm. W. Ward, Leesville, Campbell co. ¢ 
obt. Hamilton Lexington, Daniel Murry, Wheeling, 
Pennsy.vaniA.---John De Prefontaine, Germans 
wn; Geo. Phillippy, Myerstown. 
New Yorx.—H. D. Robinson, Editor of Free Ene 
quirer, City of N. Y.; Dr. E. B. Woodworth, P. M+ 
Flint Creek; Lewis Little, Hudson; Lyman Wheeler, 
Buffalo; John F. Townley, Manchester, Ontario co. ; 
N. Monroe, Auburn: Harman Hardaway, Trey: Col. 
B. K. Lyon, P. M., Naples. 

Ruopve Isianp.---Charles B, Peckham, Newport. 
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Job Printing. 


Carps, Hanppiiys, Circunars, Bangs, &e, prin& 


ed with neetness and despatch, at the offiee of this paper. 


